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Watermaster Programs 

The TNRCC is responsible for the administration of water rights in Texas. The agency issues new and amended water rights and certificates of adjudication, and cancels water rights. Except in areas of the state which are managed by a Watermaster program, managing water during times of water shortage and enforcing water rights is limited. 

What Watermasters Do

The TNRCC's watermaster programs ensure compliance with water rights by monitoring stream flows, reservoir levels, and water use. They also coordinate diversions in the basins which are managed by their programs. The watermaster regulates reservoirs as needed to prevent the wasting of water or its being used in quantities beyond a user's right.

Before diverting, a water right holder must notify the watermaster of the intent to divert at a specific time and the specific amount of water to be diverted. Assuming that the water is available and that the water right holder has not, or will not, exceed the annual authorized appropriation of water, the watermaster then authorizes the diversion and records this against the right. The two watermaster programs include staff "deputies" who daily, weekly, or monthly make field inspection of authorized diversions to insure compliance with the water right (e.g., that the diversion rate is not exceeded).

If a water right holder does not comply with his water right or the rules of the Commission, the executive director may direct the watermaster to adjust the control works to prevent the owner from diverting, taking, storing, or distributing water until he complies.

As provided by the Texas Water Code, the TNRCC collects fees from all water right holders within the watermaster's jurisdiction in order to pay for the expenses of the watermaster's operations and duties. An account is maintained for each water right owner based on each type of authorized use under the water right. The total assessment per account is comprised of two fees: a base fee charged on each account and a use fee charged on the total number of acre-feet of water the owner is authorized to divert per annum for each authorized use. The current base fee is $50.00 per account and generally does not change from year to year. The use fee rate is calculated each year and is based on the proposed operating budget for each watermaster program. 
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How a Watermaster Program is Established

Under the Texas Water Code, Section 11.325, water divisions may be created from time to time as the need arises. The role of the water divisions is to provide protection to the holders of water rights and economical supervision to the state. The executive director of the TNRCC may appoint a watermaster to an established water division. The Commission may also authorize the executive director to appoint a watermaster upon receipt of a petition of 25 or more holders of water rights in a river basin or segment of a river basin. This requires a hearing before the Commission where persons may present testimony and evidence either in support of or against the petition. 

How the Advisory Committees were Established

During the 75th Legislative session, Senate Bill 1406 was approved which requires the executive director of the TNRCC to establish a Watermaster Advisory Committee for each of the state's watermaster programs. The Rio Grande Watermaster Advisory Committee and the South Texas Watermaster Advisory Committee were established in January 1998. These committees are made up of a minimum of nine and a maximum of 15 members, who are holders of water rights or representatives of holders of water rights in the water division of a watermaster. In appointing the members, the executive director considers geographic representation, amount of water rights held, different types of holders of water rights and users such as water districts, municipal suppliers, irrigators, and industrial users, and experience and knowledge in water management practices. WAC members serve two year terms and are not entitled to reimbursement of expenses incurred or to compensation for participation on the committee. 

The WAC’s responsibilities include:

· providing recommendations to the executive director regarding activities of benefit to the holders of water rights in the administration and distribution of water to holders of water rights; 

· review and comment to the executive director on the annual budget of the watermaster operations; and 

· other duties as may be requested by the executive director with regard to the watermaster operations or as requested by holders of water rights in a water division which the committee deems of benefit to the administration of water rights in water divisions. 

Rio Grande Watermaster Program

In the Rio Grande basin, above Amistad, water rights are managed as a "first in time, first in right" stream as they are in other parts of Texas. Water rights in the Middle and Lower Rio Grande are served by the Falcon-Amistad system. Water below Amistad is allocated on an account basis, much like having a bank account with a constantly changing balance. Priority is given to all municipal accounts so at the beginning of each year, each municipal account's storage balance is set to the authorized water right amount. The municipal priority is guaranteed by the monthly re-establishment of a municipal reserve in the system of 225,000 acre-feet. That is equivalent to one year's average diversions for all municipal demands below Amistad for Texas users.

Irrigation accounts on the other hand, are not reset each year and must rely on carry forward balances. Each month, a determination is made as to how much unallocated water assigned to the United States is within the Falcon Amistad system. If surplus water is identified, the water is allocated to irrigation accounts on a monthly basis. When water is used, it is subtracted from the respective account by type of use from the accounts usable balance. This system of accounting for water usage was put in place after an international treaty with Mexico was established and as adjudicated by a district court ruling of 1969.

Rio Grande Watermaster's Office

· Carlos Rubinstein, Rio Grande Watermaster
1804 West Jefferson Avenue
Harlingen, TX 78550-5247
Voice: (956) 425-6010
FAX: (956) 412-5059
E-mail: crubinst@tnrcc.state.tx.us 

Rio Grande Watermaster's Office Jurisdiction

	River Basin
	Counties

	Rio Grande
	Brewster, Cameron, Dimmit, Hidalgo, Hudspeth, Jeff Davis, Jim Hogg, Kinney, Maverick, Presidio, Starr, Terrell, Val Verde, Webb, Willacy, Zapata 


Rio Grande Watermaster Advisory Committee

· Terms Expiring August 31, 2003
Orville Ballard (Vice-Chair) (Recreation - Falcon)
Wayne Halbert (Chair) (Irrigation - Harlingen ID)
Sharon Williams (Nature - US FWS)
James R. Elium (Municipal - Olmito Water Supply)
Jed A. Brown (Irrigation/Industrial - Killam Corp - Laredo)
Brenda Paez (Mining - Alice Southern Equipment)
Max Phillips (Irrigation - Delta Lake)

· Terms Expiring August 31, 2004
Charles Browning, Jr. (DMI - North Alamo WSC)
Cloice Whitley (DMI - City of Harlingen)
Rudy Atkinson (Industrial - CP&L)
Bill Green (Irrigation - Santa Cruz ID)
Benton Beckwith (Irrigation - Beckwith Farms)
Sonny Hinojosa (Secretary) (Irrigation - HID #2)
Frank White (Irrigation - H&CCID #9)
Vidal Davila (Recreation - National Parks Service)
Alternate:
Bruce Hardwicke 

Schedule of Future Rio Grande Watermaster Meetings

The public is invited to attend, comment and participate in the following meeting(s). For questions call 956-430-6056 or 1-800-609-1219. 

http://www.tnrcc.state.tx.us/enforcement/fod/wmaster/wmaster1.html#rgofc








