Southwest Collaborative Modeling Team

23 November 2005, 7:00am
Webex

Attendees: 

Tom Bates, Kristan Cockerill, Lacy Daniel, Jeanmarie Haney, Rick Holdridge, Howard Hutchinson, Len Malcznski, Craig Roepke, Dutch Salmon, Allyson Siwik, Dick Thomas, Vincent Tidwell, Bill Woodward

Note that the Webex system is not automatically sending an e-mail with the URL and date/time for the meetings. Vince will check on that. Kristan will include info with agenda for upcoming meetings. 

Website status (https://waterportal.sandia.gov) – Meeting notes and presentations are available.  The CUFA information and contact list are not posted yet, but will be after secure access is established.
Individual interviews are continuing and will help in putting together a draft model.
System dynamics tutorial


Len Malczynski walked us through the basics of system dynamics modeling.  His presentation will be posted on the website.  Len will put together a list of helpful websites related to system dynamics modeling and get it to Kristan for us.  You can download the software to play Powersim models (not develop or change) at http://www.powersim.com/. 
Very complex problems can be modeled with Powersim; however Vince explained that their approach will be to model what is practical and useful, without reducing the ability to communicate policy issues by including more complexity than necessary.  The intent is to try to understand each major process, similar to the approach with the CUFA, looking at feedback and creating causal loop diagrams, i.e. for the rivers, environmental issues, municipal issues, etc.

Specific issues/questions regarding model included:

How vegetation treated in such a model

How complex the variables can be, especially as related to soil permeability, moisture content, infiltration rate etc. all related to watershed management

Ability for model to show how a small growth rate has large implications

Ability for model to allow users to ask “what if” 

Model demo/discussion/decisions – Postponed until Dick and Craig have a chance to make model comparisons.
Meeting schedule:


7 December, 7:00 Webex



21 December, 7:00 Webex



4 January, 7:00 Webex

17 January we will brief SW Planning Group in Silver City

