
Case Study Approach 
 
This structure grounds the various dimensions of ‘water issues’ by using a case study. 
 
- The case is presented as an apocryphal story, i.e. one that is constructed from various 

elements of ‘real’ situations.  Place names are fictitious.  This keeps any one 
individual from having privileged ground based on knowledge of the ‘real’ situation 
used in the case study.  

- The following dimensions are embedded in the story—there, but not explicitly called 
out: 

o A hydrological context (geology, climate, ecology) 
o A regional/national political situation 
o Local and neighboring lifestyle descriptions, particularly as they relate to 

water usage and existing technologies 
o Any particular value structures (religious, communal) relating to water 
o Some projections of future trends (local and global) on each of these 

dimensions.  
 
Workshop One 
 
Day One 
- Introductions, issue presentations, general context-setting 
- Breakout groups explore possible ramifications of each of the case study dimensions.  

This allows full participation by a wide range of different types of individuals.  It 
allows experts in these various dimensions to draw upon their general fund of 
knowledge, to present supporting examples, etc. 

 
Day Two 
- Report-backs, explorations of interconnections 
- Summary and wrap-up 
 
Workshop Two 
 
Day One 
- Introductions, issue presentations, presentation of summary from previous meeting 
- Breakout groups explore FUTURE DIRECTIONS in each of the scenario 

dimensions, recognizing interconnections 
 
Day Two 
- Report-backs, further explorations of interconnections 
- Summary and wrap-up 
 



Water Technology and Governance 
 

This approach explores the interface between technology and governance as it is played 
out in the water arena.  It stimulates dialogue between sets of people who normally do not 
interact, and allows the identification of leverage and challenge points, primarily in the 
area of technology development and deployment 
 
Workshop One - Technology 
 
Day One 
- Introductions, issue presentations, general context-setting 
- Breakout groups identifying major issues related to water supply, demand, use 
- Report-backs, explorations of interconnections 
- Breakout groups exploring possible applications of technologies to issues of water 

supply, demand, use, looking for technologies and application points of greatest 
leverage. 

- Report-backs 
 
Day Two 
- Presentations on state-of-the-art of various technologies, hopefully those identified at 

the end of day one 
- Discussion of possible paths forward for technology development 
- Summary and wrap-up 
 
Workshop Two - Governance 
 
Day One 
- Introductions, issue presentations, presentation of summary from previous meeting 
- Breakout groups explore various dimensions of governance (e.g. issues of scale, 

efficiency, investment capability, etc.) 
- Report-backs 
- Breakout groups apply governance findings to technologies and leverage points 

identified in workshop one to describe what may be possible 
 
Day Two 
- Continue breakout groups from Day One 
- Report-backs 
- Summary and wrap-up 
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